VISIT TO SULTAN OF PONTIANA

At that distance, a group of about twenty persons,
probably the nobles of the court, sat cross-legged on the
ground in a semicircle facing the Sultan, and in pro-
found silence during the whole supper, no part of which
appeared to fall to their share.

Soon afterwards the cloth was removed, and a beauti-
ful scarlet covering, of the texture of a shawl, substitu-
ted in its place. This might, perhaps, give us a hint
for after dinner. Instead of dull mahogany, or
dazzling white, why might not we spread over the table
a cloth couleur de rose for the benefit of the complexions
of the company ?

The Sultan now produced a letter which he had
received from Lord Minto when governor-general,
thanking his highness for the friendly disposition he
had always manifested towards the English people
trading to the great city of Pontiana, and in a particular
manner expressing his obligations for the manner in
which Mr, Palmer, a wealthy merchant of Calcutta,
had been received by the Sultan, when his ship was
wrecked on the west coast of Borneo.

" Mr. Palmer," said the Sultan, " lived for some
weeks with me, and on returning to Calcutta, sent me
these beautiful mirrors and chandeliers. But," added
he, pointing again to the governor-general's letter,
" much as I value embellishments so splendid, I esteem
far more this little signature, and these few words from
Lord Minto. Still," continued his highness, " my
wishes in this respect have never been fully satisfied. I
have long desired to possess a specimen of Sir Samuel
Hood's writing ; and though I never ventured to hope
that I should have had an opportunity of seeing his
signature written with his own hand, I have always felt
how essentially that circumstance would add to its value
in my estimation."

It was wonderful how well the shrewd little Malay
interpreter expressed all this rigmarole to the Admiral,
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